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Most active duty personnel know that military tuition assistance is available, but they forget that it is a form of financial aid.
Financial aid is designed to help students and families pay for the difference between what they are expected to contribute to
the price of education and the actual price of that education. Almost 85% of all student aid comes directly from the federal and
state governments or the school themselves using the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The FAFSA form (www fafsa.ed.gov/index.htm) is used to determine the amount of money a family is expected to contribute
to the price of attending a postsecondary institution. The FAFSA is the federal application for financial aid, but it is also used to
apply for aid from other sources, such as your state or school. The results of the FAFSA are used to determine student grants,
work study, and loan amounts. This should be one of the first items a prospective student completes when starting their educa-
tion.

Marines and Sailors can use other forms of financial aid in addition to military TA. If other financial aid is awarded, such as
scholarships and grants, it can be used to pay for books and other supplies not covered by military TA. A student should ex-
haust all mean of FREE aid before they start to use their MGIB or before they apply for student loans.

Be wary of any financial aid search company that charges a fee to match students with sources of financial aid. There are no
guarantees that the company will find any sources of financial aid that you can’t find yourself — and there is no guarantee of re-
ceiving funds! View The Guide to Federal Student Aid at www.studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications for more information
on how to receive FREE funding for college study.

Free Scholarship Searches and Resources
FastWeb.com: www.fastweb.com

Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation: www.mcsf.org
Military.com Scholarship Finder: www.military.com/Education/
Sallie Mae Fund Scholarships: www.thesalliemaefund.org
Scholarship Experts: www.scholarshipexperts.com

Scholarship Hunter: www.scholarshiphunter.com
Scholarships.com: www.scholarships.com

Scholarship and Financial Aid Explorer: http://www.mcsfex.net/

Scholarships for Military Children: www.militaryscholar.org
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Counselor Spotlight

In an effort to help our customers become more familiar with our counselors, the newsletter will
be featuring counselor spotlights. If you would like to have a spotlight on a particular counselor
or would like to know more, please contact Ben Hickox at the Education center at 910-451-
9234 or hickoxjb@usmc-meccs.org.

This quarter’s spotlight is on Mr. Guy Williams.

Mr. Williams grew up in Houston, Texas. After graduating from high school he joined the Ma-
rine Corp and served until 2006. During this time he used tuition assistance, and has completed
a Bachelors Degree in Business Administration from Campbell University. He has been counsel-

ing in various capacities since 1997.

Mr. Williams is our weekend counselor, and is here to help you from 0800 to 1700 Wednesday to Friday and from 0800 to 1200
Saturday and Sunday.

Mr. Williams would like to advise all of our customers to take advantage of the opportunities provided by Tuition Assistance and
by other sources to receive an inexpensive, possibly even free education. Service members have an abundance of leadership ex-
perience. When they combine that experience with a college education, service members will have excellent career opportuni-

ties in the civilian world.

Find out if online learning is right for you

From DANTES Information Bulletin October 2008

Class is about to start. However, you are not squeezed into an uncomfortable chair — nor are you sitting next to someone who
can’t stop yawning. There’s no whiteboard, no lectern and no desk. In fact, there’s not

even a teacher standing in front of the class.

Instead, you sit in front of your computer, as do the other students in the class — who,

incidentally, are scattered all over the world.

Beginning with farmers in the 1800s who couldn’t leave their fields to learn better crop
management and received lessons in the mail, distance education — and now online learn-
ing — are for people who cannot be or choose not to be in the same physical location as

their teachers.

Peterson’s Guide to Online Learning guides readers on how to get an education without

setting foot in the classroom, how to find out if online learning is right for them and how

to get the most out of their online learning experience.

From postings and podcasts to streaming and synchronous classes, this publication walks the potential online student through
technology terms, testing, interactions with other students, the pros and cons of online learning, and most importantly, how to

find an accredited online learning program.

For additional online learning tips, go online to http://www.petersons.com/onlinelearning.
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Q. What is the number for...?

A. Please check our website at http://www.mccslejeune.com/LLL/index.html All of the
phone numbers we have for schools and personnel are listed there.

Q. Where are you located?

. John A. Lejeune Education Center, Building 825, Stone Street.

. What are your hours of operation?
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2100 Monday through Thursd
0730 to 2100 Mon ay throug ursday The exceptions to this are closure Wednesdays from 1415 to 1530 for staff
0730 to 1800 Friday meetings, Federal Holidays and days when there is no function in the
building, such as certain weekends and certain times of the year.

0730 to 1200 Saturday and Sunday
. Howdo 1 get the TA process started here on Camp Lejeune?
You need to come in and speak with an Education Technician as your first step.

. Can I just drop paperwork off?
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No. Because of the financial nature of most of the paperwork we deal with, we need to make sure all paperwork is fully
processed before a student leaves.

Can someone else pick this up/drop this off for me?
Only if that someone provides proof of a General Power of Attorney.
How do I fill out my TA Request Form?

Please use the form from our website, http://www.mccslejeune.com/LLL/index.html

Can’t you waive...?
Please see an Education Technician for a case by case basis of waivers.
. How do I do business with you while I’m deployed?

Please contact either Johanna Rose at roseie@usmc-mccs.org or Lori Popp at poppla@usmc-mccs.org for assistance.

. How do I get credit for my military training?

Your SMART Transcript is available at https: //smart.navy.mil

. How can I get more information on the VA/ G.I. Bill?

Please contact the VA at www.va.gov or 1-888-442-4551.

. What can you tell me about testing?

Please contact the testing office at 451-3092.

. How do I pay back the government for a class that I withdrew from or failed?
Please see an Education Technician for specifics.

. Can I set up a payment plan to repay TA?

No.

. Can I request the cost of a course I withdrew from due to military commitments be waived?
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Yes. Please see an Education Technician for specifics and an example letter.
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Lifelong Learning 60 Gat eway To S

The mission of the LLLN Program is to provide personal and professional
learning opportunities to the Marine Corps Community.

The LLLN Program positively impacts the recruitment, retention, and readi-
ness of active duty Marines and provides Commanders with a valuable tool
to prevent problems that detract from unit readiness.

The LLIn Program shall provide counseling and multiple learning opportuni-
ties, in a consolidated center where facilities are available. For independent
duty and deployed Marines, access to the LLLN Program shall be facilitated
through the use of technology. By delivering counseling and multiple learn-
ing opportunities under a synchronized program, limited resources and part-
nerships can be maximized. Quality of life (QOL) is impacted positively as
Marines face reduced logistical barriers to reaching their educational goals.

A comprehensive LLLN program has been established at Camp Lejeune and
MCAS New River to encompass a broad range of learning opportunities
based on the needs of the local Marine Corps Community.

Submissions, re
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juests and comments welcome

Here at the John A. Lejeune Education Center, our goal in pub-

lishing a newsletter was to provide you with information re-

garding our services. In recent newsletters we have expanded

our scope to presenting articles and issues relating to the con-

tinuing education of the all service members and their families

aboard Camp Lejeune and other nearby bases. We hope that

we are providing timely and useful information, but without

input we won’t know if we are achieving our goals.

If you have something you would like to present to our audi-
ence related to continuing education, if you have requests for

articles that you would like to see, or if you have any construc- \
tive comments we would love to hear them. Please send email /
to hickoxjb@usmc-mecs.org or call 910-451-9234 and we will
make sure that your input is passed to the appropriate people.

Thank you for your readership. We look forward to hearing

from you soon.
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