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p:elcome tothe. Dep<
" Defense.Constitutio

Knowmg whatis/inithe/UsS¢ Constitution, and:why
the Constitution:is-relevant.to us;today is
fundamental to.our’being:able to.defend it: As/fede
civil servants:supporting/the) Department of Defen:
we have.a special/obligation tounderstand.and
appreciate the' LUsS; Gonstitution-and the/role: we-&:
“play in providing ‘for the common/defense’.




Ow ronCotmsit alrdimurtablodacurhest. Ita shoreima
only a few paragraphsilong,but itthaswithstoadthe:testiof
time. Compare that to the recent.effort.ofithel European
Union to develop a-charter-and: theidifficulty theyrhad.
Amendments ito their chanter were circulatedtoithesmember
nations. It was over 400 pagesiof text: it was sounwieldy: ar
difficultifor:citizens thefe to read and understand. Mhey
ended up:not:approving:thermadifications: Onithe contrary,
our Constitution is one that everyone can+eadand
understand. It is asiimpontaint today :as\wwheniitwasifirst
published. And we thave tomake sure'thatiall Americans
young and old, naturalized oribornn here that-allcofius:kinow
the content andithelhistory:ofcourcgreat Constitution.\\We
may not know some-of the vernacular or theswords; butithe
concepts:are:still apphcable*td ouridany lives.as American
citizens.



N O ul.S. Constitution Is not only enduring, but
also evolving over time, and very much alive in
the 215t Century. It expresses the core values o
our republic and guides our use of national
power in the application of democratic
principles, while remaining adaptable as
appropriate to enabl e
t he bl essings of |1 Dbe
Clearly, our Constitution remains relevant to
the governance of the United States of Americ:
In the modern world. ©
-Dr. S.C. Chu




