
Welcome to the Department of 
Defense Constitution Day 

Knowing what is in the U.S. Constitution and why 

the Constitution is relevant to us today is 

fundamental to our being able to defend it. As federal 

civil servants supporting the Department of Defense, 

we have a special obligation to understand and 

appreciate the U.S. Constitution and the role we each 

play in providing 'for the common defense'. 



Our Constitution is a remarkable document. Itôs short, itôs 

only a few paragraphs long, but it has withstood the test of 

time. Compare that to the recent effort of the European 

Union to develop a charter and the difficulty they had. 

Amendments to their charter were circulated to the member 

nations. It was over 400 pages of text. It was so unwieldy and 

difficult for citizens there to read and understand. They 

ended up not approving the modifications. On the contrary, 

our Constitution is one that everyone can read and 

understand. It is as important today as when it was first 

published. And we have to make sure that all Americans--

young and old, naturalized or born here, that all of us know 

the content and the history of our great Constitution. We 

may not know some of the vernacular or the words, but the 

concepts are still applicable to our daily lives as American 

citizens. 



ñOur U.S. Constitution is not only enduring, but 

also evolving over time, and very much alive in 

the 21st Century. It expresses the core values of 

our republic and guides our use of national 

power in the application of democratic 

principles, while remaining adaptable as 

appropriate to enable every citizen to ñsecure 

the blessings of libertyò in our changing world. 

Clearly, our Constitution remains relevant to 

the governance of the United States of America 

in the modern world.ò 

-Dr. S.C. Chu


